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By  ALEC  MACLEHOSE 


IN  the  early  summer  of  1314  Edward  II. 
organised  among  his  knights  and 
followers  a  “  Come  to  Scotland  ” 
movement  on  an  unprecedented  scale. 
Fifty  thousand  accepted  the  King’s  invitation 


Some  have  decried  the  importance  of 
Bannockburn.  They  say  it  was  only  one 
incident  in  a  war  that  continued,  with 
varying  fortunes,  for  many  years  later. 
Such  teaching  is  absurd.  Bannockburn 


STIRLING  CASTLE  :  THE  BULWARK  OF  THE  NORTH 


or  obeyed  the  King’s  command.  They  came 
with  high  hopes,  and  were  bitterly  dis¬ 
appointed — and  we  can  only  trust  that  our 
visitors  from  the  South  this  summer  will 
make  up  in  enjoyment  for  what  their 
ancestors  of  1314  lacked. 


was  to  Scotland  what  Marathon  was  to 
Athens — proof  that  they  could  beat  the 
English  in  a  fair  field.  It  was  on  that  field 
that  Scotland,  as  a  nation,  had  its  necessary 
baptism  of  victory,  and  in  spite  of  many 
later  set-backs  the  Scots  were  always  sure 


